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Diversity efforts rewarded

CAMPUS

UM fights for
research funds
Cody Blum
Montana Kaimin

The University of Montana
is fighting for federal research
funding for science departments in an increasingly competitive environment, interim
Vice President for Research and
Development David Forbes
said Wednesday.
“There’s a lot more competition now for these dollars than
there’s been in the past” thanks
to across-the-board funding
decreases, Forbes said
One fight for grants is for
continued federal funding to
the Institutional Development
Award, also known as the
IDeA program. The IDeA program allocates federal funding
from the National Institutes
of Health, a branch of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. IDeA helps state
See RESEARCH, page 4
CAMPUS

ASUM puts fees,
senate expansion
to student vote
Jake McHugh
Montana Kaimin

dian Center Board of Directors.
Wilson, 40, a father of three,
said he wants to make sure his
kids get a great education.
“I think that, especially for
the kids, I want to make sure
they get the best education they
can get, and I want to share my
culture with whoever wants to
listen,” Wilson said.
Wilson is also an active role

The Associated Students
of the University of Montana
voted to let students decide in
April elections on a $6 activity
fee increase, an expansion of
the student government from
23 to 26 members and a constitutional referendum on how
fees can be collected.
Two bills authored by Sen.
Travis Suzuki, who was not at
the meeting, will change the
way non-student groups can
be funded if the referendum
is passed. The bills would allow only ASUM Senate, ASUM
Agencies, recognized student
groups or the University itself
to institute a mandatory or

See DIVERSITY, page 5

See ASUM, page 5

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Standing next to University of Montana President Royce Engstrom, Itzel Perez Yarger-Zagal accepts the Diversity Advisory Council student achievement
award Wednesday afternoon in the University Center Ballroom.

Candace Rojo
Amy Sisk
Montana Kaimin

Kaimin sat down with three
awardees to learn about their
projects.

The Diversity Advisory
Council gave achievement
awards to 28 University of
Montana students at a ceremony on Wednesday, which
recognized students for diversity efforts on campus and in
the Missoula community. The

Dana Wilson
Dana Wilson didn’t plan on
getting an award.
“You know, I’m actually kind
of shocked I got this award.
There are other people who
are more deserving,” he said
Wednesday evening after the

Volume CX1V Issue 81

Diversity Advisory Council’s
Student Achievement Awards.
Wilson, a senior at UM and
an enrolled member of the
Crow Tribe, was recognized for
his efforts both on and off campus. He was recently elected
to his third term on the Crow
Tribe Legislature, chairs the
Missoula County Public School
Title VII Parent Committee,
and serves on the Missoula In-
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HANDICAP ACCESS
MAKES PROGRESS

GET YOUR GEEK ON

To address increased community attention of accessibility at the University of Montana, the Alliance for Disability
and Students at the University
of Montana would like to clear
up some issues raised in recent
coverage.
On Feb. 20, KPAX aired a
news segment about inaccessibility at the University. While it
helped shed light on a few of the
problematic barriers students
with mobility impairments
face, ADSUM still found this
piece to be inaccurate as it overlooked the progress in accessi-

We own the sky

By Cody Wooden

You’ve just won the lottery. Let’s say you’re taking $35 million to the
bank and spending it on whatever you want. Epic spring break in the Caribbean? Ferraris for all your friends? Naw. How about a week in space?
I understand that getting drunk in the sun, or a shiny, new red sports
car might sound more appealing than living without gravity for a week,
but in today’s world, deep pockets can lead to deep space.
Since 2001, the Russian spacecraft Soyuz has been offering trips to and
from the International Space Station and even weeklong vacations for $2035 million. The Russians might have facilitated space tourism first, but a
crazy Englishman is trying to advance the industry.
Virgin Group founder and financial daredevil Richard Branson started a new branch of his Virgin mega-empire in 2004 called Virgin Galactic,
which is specifically for space tourism. Branson has already created a few
awesome spaceships and a futuristic home base eloquently named Spaceport America in the empty deserts of New Mexico. With a 500-personlong waiting list, Branson has officially paved the way for mainstream
space tourism and has made it desirable for those who are wealthy and
adventurous. But he isn’t the only one offering to foot the bill for trips to
new frontiers.
Famed director James Cameron is also advancing what private checkbooks and big dreams can achieve. The Avatar man plans on visiting the
deepest part of the ocean — the Challenger Deep — in his own custommade submersible in the next few months.
In a New York Times story last week about his trip, Cameron outlined
his passion for deep-sea exploration and the danger associated with it,
describing the Challenger Deep, which is part of the Mariana Trench, as
“one of the most unforgiving places on earth.” In addition to getting footage, Cameron is planning on taking in some organism samples for scientists at various institutions to dissect.
Little is known about the vast array of organisms that inhabit the Challenger Deep, but with the help of uber-rich entrepreneurs like Cameron,
our knowledge of the world is growing. Branson has been contributing to
the expansion of scientific knowledge for years, and now with the reality
of space tourism, the public can see what Earth looks like from the dark
depths of space. Sure, affording a luxury trip to space might be a little too
much for the average American’s budget, but the option still exists.
During the heat of the space race, space tourism and deep-sea travel
were a distant dream, but today, adventurous entrepreneurs are making
this dream reality for the average Joe and drooling scientists everywhere.
After all, what lottery winner wouldn’t spend his cash on spring breaks to
space? I hear drinking in zero gravity gets you drunker, bro.
cody.wooden@umontana.edu

•CORRECTION: In a story Wednesday, the Kaimin incorrectly reported
that a membership with the Missoula Urban Demonstration Project costs $30-60 a month and that the new building would include a
composting toilet. A membership actually costs $30-60 a year and a
composting toilet will not be built because of building codes.
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bility on campus. One issue addressed was snow removal on
campus sidewalks. Although
every sidewalk isn’t free of
snow, Facilities Services clears
priority sidewalks to create
accessible pathways to every
building so students with mobility impairments can access
their classrooms.
In a Feb. 29 letter, Bob Liston pointed out that the Native
American Studies department
was previously in an inaccessible location and asked whether
this meant students with mobility impairments did not need
to access this department. Two
See ADSUM, page 3

•ONLINE: A note on breaking news, alumni discuss possible COT expansion and President Engstrom’s appointment to a Homeland Security
advisory board, and a professor praises a colleague.
www.montanakaimin.com

I

t’s 6:07 a.m. Wednesday
morning and a strange man
is patting me down. My belt
and cowboy boots are off. This
is awkward.
By no means is this a great
start to my journey to the opening rounds of the NCAA men’s
basketball tournament. Kaimin
sports reporter Erik Anderson
and I are starting at Missoula
International Airport and taking four flights to get there,
stopping in Seattle, Las Vegas,
Los Angeles and finally Albuquerque, N.M.
Now I finally realize why it’s
called March Madness — not
because of the colossal upsets
every year, but because you
have to be insane to go there.
It’s now 7:14 a.m. I’m 30,000
feet above Washington State.
I’ve lost 12 straight games of
solitaire on my iPod. How can
someone suck at solitaire? I just
asked the woman next to me
how she is. “Fine,” she snapped.
So much for small talk.
Our first destination is Seattle. One would think when trek-
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DOWNTIME WITH DANIEL

Putting the mad in March Madness
By Daniel Mediate, sports editor
king south you would head,
well, south. Not us. Thanks,
Travelocity.
We land at 7:30 a.m. Pacific
time. We taxi across the runway and pull up next to the
Montana Griz Horizon plane.
Sweet.
After a two-hour layover, it’s
10:01 a.m. I’m trudging through
the narrow isle of the Las Vegas-bound plane when a flight
attendant stops me.
“I know it’s a big school and
all, but do you know a Warren?” she asks.
Huh? Then I realize I’m
wearing a University of Montana sweatshirt.
“Cam,” she exclaims. “Cam
Warren, he’s on the football
team.”
Not personally, but I know
who he is, I reply. I covered

the Griz football team last fall.
Small world.
It’s 12:40 p.m. I can now see
Nevada’s arid deserts. We hit a
chinook that shakes the plane. I
hate turbulence.
It’s 1:45 p.m. I’m sitting at
a pizza parlor at the airport
in Vegas. I’m not sure where
Erik is. Last time I checked,
he was searching for hookers
or a bookie, perhaps both. We
finally get our food. An hour
later we get the check. An hour
after that, our waitress picks it
up. Erik leaves no tip. I leave a
dollar.
Two more hours till we land
at LAX. I decide to watch the
planes chauffeur about.
It’s 4:30 p.m. Finally we
board the plane.
More turbulence. Damn it.
Back to solitaire.
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu
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ADSUM
From page 2
weeks prior to the beginning of
each semester, classes are moved
to accessible locations for students
who are unable to attend courses in
inaccessible buildings. Also, if a department is inaccessible, a student
or Disability Services for Students

coordinator should contact the department to schedule a meeting in
an accessible location.
Liston also wondered why the
new home for the O’Connor Center
for the Rocky Mountain West lacks
a wheelchair ramp. The ADA/504
team (Americans with Disabilities
Act and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act) has been discussing this

OPINION 3

issue with Facilities Services representatives since the start of this
semester to schedule a ramp installation. Unfortunately, UM faces
difficulties making alterations to
buildings classified as Historical
Architecture, such as the expense
of retrofitting them with accessible
features and the precision required
to maintain historical integrity. Facilities Services is aware of the need
for a ramp and stated at the Feb. 23
ADA/504 team meeting that “a
ramp will be installed in the summer.” Collaborating with Facilities
Services, campus administration
and the ADA/504 team, ADSUM
is setting up a meeting with President Engstrom to obtain a specific

date for the construction.
The University’s priority of accessibility for students has been
shown throughout former President George Dennison’s 1993
commitment to accessibility. This
commitment exceeded the 1990
ADA requirements. He pledged
not to build physical or programmatic barriers on campus during
his presidency and promised the
ADA/504 team would be made
aware of barriers, review and work
to address these issues before construction/modification of existing
buildings. Another great example
of an accessibility achievement on
campus is the elevator that was
installed in the Math Building in

2007 thanks to the funding finesse
of Vice President Robert Duringer.
Architect Jameel Chaudry, current
Facilities Services representative
on the ADA/504 team, helped to
complete this elevator and upheld
the historic integrity of the building. Anyone with accessibility
questions can email ADSUM at
adsum@mso.umt.edu or visit us in
Student Organization Suite 205 3-4
p.m. MWF.
Courtney Damron
ADSUM, ADA/
504 Team Representative
Sarah Bennett
ADSUM Secretary

4 NEWS
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From page 1
institutions that are at financial disadvantages to receive federal aid in
their research. Montana is one of 24
states that receive IDeA funding.
“A lot of universities are down,”
Forbes said.
He pointed out that a few years
ago, about 15 percent of grants got
funding, while now that figure is
around 7 or 8 percent.
The current IDeA budget for
the participating states is about
$244 million, less than 1 percent of
the total NIH budget.
The director of the NIH is Fran-

cis Collins, who has proposed a
20-percent cut in the IDeA budget
by the 2013 fiscal year. The Appropriations Committee will decide
whether to cut the program by the
proposed $51 million. An IDeA
program cut would directly affect
UM and other universities that receive IDeA funding.
“We have talented faculty, no
question about that,” Forbes said.
“But when only 7 or 8 percent of
the grants are being funded, that’s
tough.”
Programs receiving funding
from the NIH can be found in the
labs of the Clapp building. There
are currently two of them: the

Montana Kaimin
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Center for Environmental Health
Sciences, whose mission is to
“improve human health through
better understanding of environmental agents in causing or exacerbating diseases,” and the Center for
Structural and Functional Neuroscience, which focuses on “current
neuroscience concepts and multidisciplinary techniques.”
“It’s much more difficult to receive funding,” Forbes said. “It’s
going to take higher-quality proposals to be funded. We are going
to have to work harder and work
smarter.”

cody.blum@umontana.edu

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Interim Vice President for Research and Development David Forbes talks about the difficulties of
competing for federal research funds Wednesday afternoon in his office in Main Hall.

MISSOULA

Mayor hopes new event
will stimulate discussion
Dillon Kato
Spencer Veysey
Montana Kaimin

Representatives from the
city, county and campus will
join each other onstage Thursday evening for an event called
“State of the Community.” The
three panelists will be Mayor
John Engen, University of Montana President Royce Engstrom
and County Commissioner Bill
Carey. Each of them will deliver short remarks at the start of
the forum.
The event will consist primarily of questions from the
audience. Ginny Merriam, the
city’s communications director,
said that members of the community will be able to ask questions to the three men directly
or write them on notecards that
can be read by the moderator.
The free event will be held
in the Montana Theatre, located in the PAR/TV building, at
7 p.m. It will be moderated by
William Marcus, the director of
UM’s Broadcast Media Center.
“Looking around the country, the places that prosper are
the ones that figure out ways to
work together,” Engen said.
Although he admits that
the recent cases of sexual as-

sault at the University and a
rash of drinking and driving
incidents might be prominent
at the event, he said he wants
to forward conversations about
the UM College of Technology
and providing affordable housing in town.
Engstrom said he is preparing to field a wide range of
questions from the community,
from economic development
and job creation to crime.
Engstrom said it makes
sense to have a communitywide conversation instead of
isolated announcements and
forums because the actions of
the city, county and campus
are connected.
“We do so many things together and so many things that
affect one another,” Engstrom
said. “It makes sense to talk
about those in a conversation
among the three partners.”
The mayor has held a similar event in previous years,
with an annual speech at a
Chamber of Commerce lunch.
Shortly after last year’s event,
Engen began to formulate the
idea of including the campus
and hosting the event at a time
when more people would be
able to attend.
dillon.kato@umontana.edu
spencer.veysey@umontana.edu
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model on campus. Last spring he
served as an officer for the Kyi-yo
Native American student organization and helped plan the Kyi-yo
powwow. He also volunteers to
maintain the sweat lodge located on
University property, near Fort Missoula.
“The University was kind
enough to let me set up a lodge
there,” he said. “And it’s not just for
the Crow people. Anyone can go
with me.”
Wilson is in the process of revamping the lodge due to local vandals, stolen blankets and the Missoula homeless taking advantage of
the location.
Wilson said he tries to be active
in the community and takes every
opportunity he can to get involved,
but his busy schedule keeps him
from doing everything he wants to.
“There are other things that
I’d like to get involved in,” he said.
“There are more things I could do to
help the Native community, but my
schedule prevents it.”
Wilson will graduate this spring
and has yet to decide what he wants
to do after school.
“I am tossing around the idea of
grad school,” he said. “But there is
also a pull to go home. There are just
so many opportunities for my kids
in Missoula, and home, it’s 15 miles
to the closest store or gas station, but
I love my home.”

Itzel Yarger-Zagal
A woman once walked the
streets of a rural farming community in Mexico wearing her husband’s
old boots — he wouldn’t buy her
shoes of her own.
No one knew the husband
would use these very boots to kill
her.
“He beat her so hard with his

boots on the stomach that it broke
her intestines,” said Itzel YargerZagal, who was 14 years old when
the woman died in her hometown
of Nepantla.
The story struck a chord with
her, so much so that it changed her
life’s mission. Now 32, she’s working to end feminicide, which she
describes as the killing of women
simply because they are women.
She’s currently studying to obtain
her Ph.D. in anthropology at the
University of Montana, but she’s
also a human rights lawyer.
Yarger-Zagal received an award
Wednesday from the Diversity Advisory Council for her efforts to promote cross-cultural understanding
at UM.
She worked with several others in February to organize three
events at UM that aimed to raise
awareness about feminicide.
One issue of particular concern
to Yarger-Zagal is what happens
to women who hitch rides to the
northern Mexican border on cargo
trains. She said people from Central
America who want to cross into the
United States sometimes cling onto
the outside of cargo trains to avoid
visa checks in passenger trains.
Men simply pay a small bribe to
members of the criminal organizations in charge of the trains to make
the journey. Women pay the fee too,
but some are forced to perform a
sexual favor, Yarger-Zagal said.
According to Amnesty International, 60 percent of women who
attempt to cross Mexico experience
sexual violence. Some are raped,
and some are killed.
Yarger-Zagal said feminicide
will only stop once the culture surrounding gender violence changes.
Education is important, she said,
but the people who commit gender
crimes must also be punished.
When, at the age of 14, she learned
about the death of the woman who

walked in her husband’s boots, she
didn’t know what to do.
“At that point, I just didn’t have
the tools for action,” she said.
Now, she’s working on a way
to respond to acts of violence. Although she’s just getting started,
she’s inspired by tools such as
AMBER alerts in the United States,
which spread information about
missing people.
Yarger-Zagal also aspires to become a professor to educate others
about gender violence.
“I don’t think that people now
take a very strong position against
violence against women,” she said.

René Scott
As René Scott watched others
shed their insecurities at the So
You Think You Can Drag event she
helped organize in October, she got
to thinking.
“Why am I not putting a mustache on myself?” she asked.
So for the first time in her life, she
donned a mustache, sideburns and
a hat. She didn’t perform with others in the University Center atrium
— she did the behind-the-scenes
work so she could help others showcase new ways of expression.
“I wish I had the balls to do
drag,” she said. “There will be a day
when I make it onto the stage and
dance to Marvin Gaye and G. Love
& Special Sauce.”
In addition to being a fourthyear business management and
psychology major, Scott is a programs coordinator with the Student
Involvement Network, which organizes activities to promote learning,
leadership, diversity and fun.
“I strive to get all student groups
working and get them active on
campus,” she said.
Last year, Scott organized sushi
rolling with the Japanese Student
Association, speed dating with the
Student Assault Resource Center,

UM’s version of “The Amazing
Race” with the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps, among other
events.
She loves exposing students to a
wide range of cultural experiences
— whether that means archery in
the UC Ballroom or a night of hiphop with the Blue Scholars. And
she’s not afraid to fight to make
these events happen.
She said she spent a year jumping through hoops to get the Blue
Scholars to perform at what would
be the UC’s first hip-hop performance. Despite initial concerns over
security, 700 people attended the
concert in what turned out to be one
of the UC’s most successful events.
“It’s such an honor to see students come around who otherwise
don’t get the opportunity,” she said.
She knows she’s making a difference when students come up to
personally thank her for organizing
unique activities.
“I think we are all diverse,” she
said. “Diversity on this campus
may not be as obvious, but it’s there,
and it should be embraced by every
individual on campus.”
candace.rojo@umontana.edu
amy.sisk@umontana.edu

ASUM
From page 1
opt-out fee. Groups that fall outside
of these provisions are limited to
an opt-in fee at the time of registration. Patrick Rhea of MontPIRG
said the bill unfairly targets the
Montana Public Interest Research
Group.
“This makes it so that only
ASUM groups can use the election
process,” Rhea said. “I believe that
all groups should be able to use it.”
ASUM Senator Zach Patten
said the bill gives students the right
to decide.

“It gives students a chance to
say ‘we support this resolution’ or
‘we don’t support this resolution,’”
Patten said. “I think this is by far
the most democratic way for students to decide if they want groups
collecting opt-out fees that aren’t
affiliated with UM.”
Another referenda item is a
proposed $6 increase of the $49
ASUM fee. It will help fund student groups and will raise about
$180,000 a year. The fee is collected
every semester. President Jen Gursky said the fee increase was proposed after conversations she had
with students during the budgeting process.
“Based upon this referendum
language, this (money) would always be protected for our student
unions and student groups,” Gursky said.
Senator Dylan Klapmeier said
the senate should take more time
to debate the merits of raising student fees.
“In the future, can we please
have a little more discussion about
things that will greatly affect student’s budgets?” Klapmeier said.
An additional item students
will vote on in April is a proposal
to add three new senate seats to reflect escalating student enrollment.
Language in the bill stated that by
expanding student representation,
senators would have more time to
focus on critical issues and it would
alleviate some of the strains placed
on senators to attend their committee obligations, student groups,
and constituency.
Also, Associated Students of
Montana State University President Blake Bjornsen attended the
meeting, and sang the Griz fight
song because of a bet he lost against
Gursky.
jacob.mchugh@umontana.edu
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dirty jobs
Linds Sanders
Montana Kaimin

JUST DON’T THINK ABOUT IT
Blood, sweat and dead skin
— these were just some of the
things Keenan Cox had to scour
off of the holds at the climbing
wall in the Fitness and Recreation Center.
“It’s not the worst job in the
world, until you realize what
you’re scrubbing off,” Cox said,
digging a worn brush into a
divot on a small hold.
Once a month, the holds are
removed and given a muchneeded bath. With five climbing classes offered through
the Health and Human Performance department and several
open-climbing sessions, the
holds see a lot of action. After
hundreds of climbers scale the
routes, the rough surfaces of
the holds lose grip and acquire
a white mildew stain from the
chalk.
Cox has worked at the
climbing wall for 10 months
and said cleaning is his least
favorite task. But he shrugged
his shoulders and said, “There
are worse things.”
Fortunately, the job is fast.
After less than an hour of hard
scrubbing, Cox finished two

dozen holds and laid them out
on a tarp to dry. The rest of the
holds remained in a mixture of
water, Simple Green and grime
that all mixed to create a greybrown liquid. Cox reached in
blindly, feeling around for a
small hold that might be found
on an expert route. The smaller
holds are intricate and sometimes require a worn toothbrush for further cleaning. He
was thankful the climbing wall
requires shoes — shoe rubber,
while unpleasant, beats athlete’s foot.
Once the holds dried, they
needed to be reattached to the
wall. Now Cox was granted
some creative liberties. As a
long-time climber, Cox enjoys
devising new, intricate routes
— sometimes too intricate. One
route he devised a few weeks
ago is nearly impossible to conquer and will be redesigned for
more accessibility. While some
routes stay up longer than others, the climbing wall employees aim to clean and rearrange
the holds once a month.
“A lot of the routes are whatever we’re feeling,” Cox said.

Linds Sanders/Montana Kaimin

TOP:

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin

Keenan Cox scrubs the holds of the climbing wall in the Fitness and Recreation Center, which hundreds of climbers frequent. The holds are caked with chalk, sweat and the occasional blood from
particularly dedicated climbers.

LEFT:

A worn brush scrapes away the dirt and grime that accumulates on the holds over the course of a
month.

CENTER:
Linds Sanders/Montana Kaimin

Grease-stained gloves drape over the top of a tool cart Tuesday afternoon in the UM Facility Services
Repair Shop.
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NO CAR WASHES ON CAMPUS

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin

TOP:

UM mechanic Curt Schmidt reaches
for a shop light Tuesday while installing a newly repaired 100-pound
torque converter onto the transmission of a 20,000 pound deicer truck in
the UM Facility Services repair shop.

CENTER:

Various tools sit on a work bench
Tuesday afternoon in the UM Facility
Services repair shop.

There are more than 500
pieces of motorized equipment
owned by the University, from
dump trucks to rental cars to
lawn mowers. For all of these
engines, there are two campus mechanics: Curt Schmidt
and Carl Gilbertson. Together
these men make sure the University is a well-oiled machine.
Gilbertson, who has been
a mechanic for more than 30
years, started to list some of
the equipment he sees through
the year: generators, rental vehicles, backhoes, street sweepers, forklifts, chemical deicers,
snow blowers, power rakes.
He paused. Then he recalled
weed eaters, dump trucks,
front-end loaders, skid steers
and wood chippers.
“If it burns fuel and has
wheels, it comes through this

shop,” Gilbertson said.
The shop is equipped to handle just about everything the
men need to accomplish. Aside
from engine work, Schmidt
and Gilbertson weld gun racks
for police cars, sharpen lawn
mower blades and change tires.
The shop easily uses a couple
bags of floor absorbent every
week to soak up oil, grease
and the occasional magnesium
chloride from the chemical deicer.
“Everything you touch is
dirty,” Gilbertson said, who
wears latex gloves to protect
his hands.
The University’s chemical
deicer is the dirtiest vehicle to
come through the shop. Last
week, the transmission failed
on the beast and it needed to be
brought into the shop. Its im-

mense weight restricted it from
being hoisted up on the car lift,
so Schmidt rolled underneath
to install the 100-pound torque
converter. The underbelly of
the truck was covered in a
thick layer of mud and chemicals from the road only inches
from Schmidt’s face.
“This thing doesn’t go
through a car wash,” Gilbertson said.
There is never a week on
campus
when
everything
works right; they’re constantly
a week behind. The variety of
jobs, engines and machinery
keep the mechanics sharp.
“What I don’t know, I have
to learn,” Gilbertson said.
But at the end of the day
“nuts and bolts are nuts and
bolts,” he said.
lindsay.sanders@umontana.edu
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Montanan shares stories from Arctic
National Geographic includes Darby native in year’s top adventurers
Monica Gokey
for the Montana Kaimin
A 66-year-old Montanan
was named one of National
Geographic’s Top 10 Adventurers of 2011 and is rolling
through Missoula to share his
tales from the Arctic, including
tips on cussing out nosy polar
bears.
An unlikely duo of adventurers completed an impressive polar expedition over the
summer by circumnavigating
Canada’s remote Ellesmere Island by sea kayak.
Darby local Jon Turk, 66, is
a scientist, writer and global
wanderer whose lust for adventurous pursuits has landed
him in Siberia, Vanuatu and a
number of the world’s other exotic nooks.
Turk’s fascination with Ellesmere Island stemmed from
a previous kayaking journey
from there to Greenland in the
1980s. More than 20 years later,
when nobody had yet paddled
around the Ellesmere perimeter, Turk knew the polar expedition was calling him.
His partner, Erik Boomer,
27, is a photographer and professional whitewater kayaker.
Boomer has logged five descents of the Stikine River —
the kayaking equivalent of
bagging Everest five times.
His friends call him the “honey badger” for his tenacity in
racking up impressive kayaking feats.

The 104-day, 1,500-mile circumnavigation of one of the
Arctic’s most remote islands
fits the profile of honey badger
business.
Turk will share some experiences from the trip during a
presentation on Tuesday at 7
p.m. in 122 Gallagher as part of
the College of Forestry’s “Wild
Waters in the West” lecture series.
This expedition was firstclass adventure on many
counts.
For starters, Turk and Boomer met only a handful of times
before departure. Their mutual
connection, Stevensville native Tyler Bradt, pulled out of
the trip after he broke his back
running a waterfall in Oregon.
Turk and Boomer kick-started their circumnavigation in
May with 850 miles of overland
travel on skis, dragging their
kayaks behind them. Once
the ice melted enough to start
paddling, dodging ice flows
became the predominant challenge.
The pair was holed up for 17
days in July waiting for an opportune time to shoot a 15-mile
straight to open ocean. Shooting the gap too early risked
being crushed between ice
masses, while each day of slim
progress meant they would
have to make up that distance
later in the trip on a diminishing food supply.
“The biggest factors we had
going were the environment

Photo courtesy of Erik Boomer
Jon Turk (left) and Erik Boomer circumnavigated Canada’s Ellesmere Island over the summer. Turk will speak Tuesday
about his Arctic experiences in the Gallagher Business Building.

and the remoteness of where
we were at,” Boomer said.
Other challenges came from
Arctic wildlife, namely walruses and polar bears.
While asleep one night, a
polar bear bit a hole in their
tent and stuck its head in.
“I put this down as a very
scary, potentially aggressive
kind of bear behavior,” Turk
said.
Turk and Boomer carried a
shotgun on their trip but never
fired it at a polar bear. They
found aggressive yelling — especially profanity — was ef-

fective enough at deterring the
bears from exploring the two
humans and their equipment
any further.
“You look at (the bear) in the
eyes, scream, tough talk and
say all the bad words you can,”
Boomer said.
Ellesmere Island clearly
doesn’t fail to dish up excitement.
The successful mission garnered Turk and Boomer a rank
in National Geographic’s Top
10 Adventurers of 2011. Both
said it was an honor to have
been chosen.

“There were times when
we felt pretty alone out there,”
Boomer said. “It feels awesome
to know that other people can
read about our trip (and) be inspired and think that what we
did was cool.”
Thirty-six hours after reaching their finish point, Turk
went into kidney failure and
had to be helicopter evacuated
from the island.
“This trip came very close
to killing me,” Turk said. “I
pushed myself as hard as my
body could be pushed for the
entire trip.”
Though the trip was a tough
one, Boomer said it would be
even tougher to imagine it any
other way.
monica.gokey@umontana.edu
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SKI JORING

When ski bums and
cowboys meet

Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
The ride lasts 18 seconds.
Around the turn, over the jump,
through the gate and grab the
ring to complete the ski joring
track. Also, as the skier, avoid
tangling the 40-foot rope and
crashing out during the race.
The name of the game is ski
joring. It joins a horseback rider
and a skier in a team— something that University of Montana law students Zane Aukee
and Wade Fellin took part in
this year.
“It’s a hilarious scene,” Fellin
said. “You got the rodeo crowd
from Montana and then the ski
bums, which are found everywhere throughout the West.”
According to the North
American Ski Joring Association website, the sport began in
Scandinavian countries several
hundred years ago as a way of
travel. They used reindeer, but
in the 1950s ski joring found its
way to North America, where
ranchers attached ropes to saddle horns. These enthusiasts
met April 24, 1999 in Wyoming

Photo courtesy of Zane Aukee
University of Montana law student Wade Fellin soars 50 feet off the long jump
Jan. 28 at the Whitefish Winter Carnival. Fellin’s distance earned him second
place and a cash prize.

to create the North American
Ski Joring Association.
The law students were
hooked when their friend
Jack Connors invited them to
participate in a race in Whitefish. They had no training or
preparation before their first
race. They jumped in the gate,
grabbed the rope, let the horse
go and were off.
Both compared the sport to
water skiing — just replace
the boat with a horse. The

same muscles are used. Out
of the gate, the sudden tug by
the horse is like the one experienced when boats start towing
water skiers.
In a race, the judges time the
skier, not the rider. So with a
long rope the skiers pull themselves as close to the horse as
possible. But to make a jump or
gate, they need to let slack out
or incur a five-second penalty
if they don’t make the gate.
See SKI, page 11

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Zane Aukee, a first-year law student, has been ski racing for about 10
years. Earlier this year, Aukee tried ski joring with one of his friends from the
law school and loved it.
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UM rugby club shoots for new high

Dustin Askim
Montana Kaimin
The Missoula-Bozeman rivalry knows no limits.
The University of Montana
Jesters rugby club will take on
the Montana State University
Honey Badgers this Saturday
in Bozeman in the newest rivalry between the two colleges.
The Jesters, who lead the alltime series 2-1, lost to the Badgers two weeks ago in the closing minutes of a game played
at a neutral site in Corvallis, but
fourth-year Jester Owen Scully
said this weekend should bring
bragging rights back to Zootown.
“It’s a point of pride; they
just started this year,” he said.
“We have a 40-year history and
they’re just an upstart team.
Really, it’s the only game where
we have more experience than
the other team.”
In the teams’ last matchup,
the Jesters led until the last
five minutes of the game, when
Jesters speedster Martin Iosefo
received a yellow card and had
to sit out for the final minutes.
This allowed MSU to pull off
a late comeback and win for
the first time against the Jesters, said Spencer Veysey, Jest-

ers team captain and Kaimin
reporter.
“When you play a man
down in rugby, it’s mostly the
ability it gives the other team to
create overloads,” he said.
An overload is when the ball
is passed wide and the team
on offense has more players
advancing than the opposing
team has back on defense.
The overload responsible for
the loss against MSU is a microcosm of the UM Jesters club
rugby, which beat the Maggots
last fall for the third time in 34
years.
The team formed in the
1970s and has about 20 members, compared to the more
than 30 players the Badgers
have on their roster.
“Most people at this campus would rather play ultimate Frisbee than play rugby,”
Veysey said. “And that’s just
the disposition of the campus.
Bozeman, on the other hand,
has had a dynamite recruiting
drive.”
Recruiting isn’t the only
challenge facing the Jesters.
The University funds the team
$1,300 per year, which doesn’t
get close to covering the costs
of traveling to and from games.
The team’s players, who
wear green and gold because it
was the cheapest color of uniform available when the team
started, pay dues of $75 due to
the lack of funding.
“We’re still the cheapest
sports team on campus,” Veysey said laughing. “We’re just
low-baggers. We’re rolling around
with peanut butter sandwiches.”
Continued on next page

Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Outside center Jack “Cheesy” Hegarty catches a pass from Jace Prideaux (left) during the rugby practice Thursday, Feb. 23 at Dornblaser. The University of Montana Jesters will take on Montana States’ Honey
Badgers on Saturday in Bozeman.
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Continued from previous page
“The van doesn’t even start
right now,” team member
Owen Scully said. “Spencer
[Veysey] has to open the hood
and hot-wire it to get it to start.”
Yet the Jesters are “working
their way to legitimacy,” Scully
said.
The club plays in the Men’s
Division II Pacific Northwest
Rugby Football Union, which
has teams in Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana.
The Badgers, who are not
members of the PNRFU, are the
only fellow collegiate club team
in the Jesters’ schedule, making
the budding rivalry even more
interesting.
In short, the matchup this
Saturday is rare because both
teams are on a level playing
field.
Most of the teams the Jesters
play are in the Montana Rugby
Union, like Bozeman’s other
rugby squad, the Cut-Throats,

which is made up of men with
years of rugby playing experience.
“It’s almost impossible for
a 20-year-old kid to out-think
someone in rugby who has
been playing for 10,” Veysey
said.
A UM student usually plays
for the Jesters while also enrolled as a full-time student.
After graduation, Jesters must
find a men’s league team if they
want to continue playing.
With such a turnover in
players every few years, it’s almost impossible for the Jesters
to possess the experience of the
teams they suit up against. But
sometimes the team is able to
overcome shortcomings such
as high turnover, Veysey said,
like when they beat the Missoula Maggots last fall.
The Jesters will shoot for another team high this weekend
with its grudge match against
the Honey Badgers.
dustin.askim@umontana.edu

PISSED?

PLEASED?

PETRIFIED?

Write a letter.

Please email letters of
300 words or fewer to
opinion@montanakaimin.com or drop them off in
Don Anderson Hall 208. Please include a
phone number. Letters are printed on Thursdays.

SKI
From page 9
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Traditional ski joring courses
are in a horseshoe shape, usually in an arena or a field. Some
can be straight-shot courses,
and cities have even shut down
roads to accommodate such
races. A rider is on the left
while the skier navigates over
jumps on the right side. The
whole run lasts 17-22 seconds.
Aukee said they joke that there
is a lot of prep work for three
days of competition which, ultimately, only amounts to 40-45
seconds.
There are four class options at ski joring races: open,

sport, novice and sometimes
women. During the Whitefish
competition, Fellin skied in a
race that had mules because it
was cheaper. Once he saw the
speed of the horse races he
knew next time he had to find
a horse. Usually competitors
join in with a rodeo friend or
get paired with a rider looking
for a skier.
At the end of the day, an
18-second ride equals cash for
the fastest. Winnings can be as
much as $3,000 for individuals.
“I wanted to win not so
much for the money,” Aukee
said. “I wanted to win the
championship engraved buckle
that has a skier being pulled by

a horse; that’s something money
can’t buy.”
They both agreed that their
unique sport is a break from
the stresses of law school and
allows them a chance to venture out of Missoula. The camaraderie of the sport has
connected them to others with
whom they can share their love
of ski joring.
“As a skier I’m not meeting as many rodeo people
and they don’t hang out with
mid-20-year-old skiers,” Fellin
said. “It’s backcountry and
outdoorsmen, so putting those
two groups together and sharing the love for the outdoors,
that’s pretty neat.”
alexandria.valdez@ummontana.edu
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Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Sophomore resource conservation
major Ely Indreland and sophomore criminal justice major Ben
Kirkendall aim their bows 25 yards
downrange at targets during the
Archery Workshop on Wednesday
evening in the University Center
Ballroom. The Student Involvement
Network helped insure the event,
and the archery club set up temporary targets and barriers to protect
the participants as well as the floor
and walls of the ballroom.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.

LOST & FOUND
FOUND: Silver filigree style dangly
earring. Near Aber Hall on 3/12/12. Please
contact Emily at 531-4485 to claim.
BICYCLE REPAIRS
Archie’s Backyard Bike Shop. UBI
Certified Bicycle Technician.
Cycle-powered, same day, pickup & return
service! Student rates 728-5882

montanakaimin

Office Staff

kiosk

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

I SUPPORT TOBACCO FREE UM
“I just quit and it would be a great help to
not have people smoking around me.”
- anonymous UM student
SERVICES
Reliable pc/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2011. Student discounts! 136 E.
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
EXPERT EDITING Term/senior papers,
theses. English degree and 20+ years

editing experience. $2/pg. All fields.
239-8958
*Visit www.GRIZ.tel for a great job search
tip*
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage, Griz
Discount: Option 1) Full month free with
3 months up front. Option 2) 5% Griz
Discount off regular price with Free sign
up fee! Student discount for truck rental.
(406) 721-7277

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes away from
Missoula. $45-65/night. Rock Creek
Cabins 251-6611.
1 & 2 bedroom rentals available.
Deposit/Lease required. Call: 880-9137 for
more information.
Room for rent in beautiful townhouse.
Close to campus on the river. $350/month.
Please call 406-241-9897.

HELP WANTED
Summer on the river! Server/host position
available at high end luxury fishing lodge.
Room and board included.
Service/hospitality experience required
with references. Inquire at
fishthemissouri@lodgeateaglerock.com
PERSONALS
Wish you weren’t a smoker? Curry can
help. CHC 112

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
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